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KENYA & SOMALIA CROSS-BORDER HEALTH COORDINATION MEETING HELD IN GARISSA COUNTY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kenya Ministry of Health detected 3 cVDPV2 cases from Garissa & Mombasa counties from 

both human and environment samples (ES) with the sequence genetically linked to isolates detect-

ed in Somalia since the start of the year. Border counties/regions are regarded as most at risk due 

to cross border importation, insecurity and gaps in population immunity  since they are they high 

risk hard to reach areas. This is due to the population sharing common ecology, culture, mobile 

population, low socioeconomic among other risk factors. To reduce such risk, strengthening collab-

oration between countries, ministries of health and partners is essential to halt the spread the  im-

portation of infectious diseases  

The one-day quarterly cross-border meeting was held on 3 September 2021, at Hanshi hotel in   

Dadaab sub county, Garissa, Kenya bordering Somalia with the forum hosted by CGPP. The 

meeting hosted representation from MOH in Jubaland, County MOH from Garissa county, WHO, 

Kenya Red Cross, IRC and  other partners, CGPP HOA secretariat and CGP-GHS Project-Kenya    

partners  (ALIGHT) with the partner working both in Garissa and Lower Juba. 

Infectious diseases do not respect the national borders 

and the threat of importation of such diseases call for 

coordinative and systematic cross--border collaboration 

between the health stakeholder in county/regional level 

in both Kenya and Somalia as well as partners from both 

sides to improve/strengthen coordination, surveillance,  

social mobilization, ACSM, SIA and RI activities.  

The objective of the meeting was to review the status of 

AFP cross-border surveillance, strengthen cross border 

collaboration on AFP surveillance and immunization and develop a joint action plan for cross border 

surveillance & collaborations for AFP surveillance &    other VPDs.  

The action points from the forum were;  

• Plan for synchronized cross-border GIS mapping of border settlements, formal and informal 

crossing points.  

• Establish coordination modalities for Joint AFP case investigation and follow-up.  

• Established coordination and information sharing on AFP surveillance data and other VPDs. 

• Develop joint action plan for cross-border AFP surveillance, OBR, and Routine Immunizatio 

• Jointly agreed decisions from the cross-border meeting should be formally communicated by 

respective Governments to partners at all levels including district/sub county authorities respon-

sible for health. 

Dr. Ahmed Mohamed, the deputy minister for 
Health, Jubbaland , Somalia providing opening 
remarks. Photo credit Arale- Director HoA Participants Group Photo 



CROSS BORDER ACTIVITIES UPDATES (30 Aug– 05 Sept 2021) 

Cross Border Activities Updates (KENYA) 

• Community based surveillance: 3 suspected cases of AFP 

were reported by the community mobilizers in                

Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir County, during the week.  

• Routine Immunization Outreaches: The project supported 

10 immunization outreach services during the week. 

• Social Mobilization: The CVs conducted weekly routine sen-

sitization on immunization & surveillance through house to 

house strategy while observing COVID-19 protocols. 1,881 

households visited, reaching 3,311 (1,254 males & 2,057    

females). 

• Defaulter tracing: During the week, border health facilities in 

Kenya reported 245 children < 1-year defaulters and traced 

168 (69%).  

Cross Border Activities Updates (SOMALIA) 

• Community based surveillance: No suspected AFP cases 

was detected by the community mobilizer during the 

week. 

• Routine Immunization Outreaches: 1 routine immun-

ization outreach sessions were supported during the 

week in the CGPP supported regions. 

• Social Mobilization: The CVs conducted weekly routine 

sensitization on immunization & surveillance through 

house to house strategy while observing COVID-19 pro-

tocols. 1,088 households visited, reaching 517  (220 

males & 297 females )  

• Defaulter tracing: During the week, border health facili-

ties in Somalia reported 15 children < 1-year defaulters 

and traced 8 (53%).  

 

 

Global Health Security—Priority Zoonotic Dis-
eases Updates: KENYA): 

• Community mobilizers reported a    

total of 19 animal alerts were reported, 3 cluster of 

animal deaths in Mandera & Wajir, 4 suspected   

brucellosis cases in Garissa , Mandera & Wajir, 7 

suspected rabies in Marsabit Turkana and Wajir, 3 

suspected RVF in Mandera & Wajir and 2 suspected 

trypanosomiases reported in Garissa and Lamu  

• For suspected human disease alerts, a total of 3   

human alerts: 3 suspected AFP were detected in 

Marsabit , Turkana and Wajir County.  

• 

 

 

 

Community mobilizer and 
facility in charge from 
dadajabula Health facility 
in Getwab      outreach 
site giving  immunization 
services and conducting          
defaulter tracing.   Wajir 
south subcounty, Wajir 
County.  

Photo credit , Hujale- 
WVK 

CGPP CM        
conducting    
social mobiliza-
tion for Covid-19 
and routine   
immunization at 
hard to reach 
population in 
Deka village in 
Elwak district 
Gedo region   
Somalia. 

Zoonotic disease 
surveillance con-
ducted by the pro-
gram CHV in 
Wajir. Photo credit 
Hujale - WVK 



STRENGTHENING OF IMMUNIZATION SYSTEMS: OUTREACH SERVICES TO HARD TO REACH BORDER, NOMADIC PASTORALIST. 

Geocoded CGPP outreach supported site in Kenya and Somalia  
01/01/2021 - 05/092021  

 

KENYA:  

Total # of children      
Defaulted = 
12,004 

Total # of children 
traced=   7,196 
(60%) 

 

 

SOMALIA:  

Total # of children      
Defaulted =  1,003 

  

Total # of children 
traced= 516 (52%) 

Right: Map 
showing the 
areas where   
outreach        
session were 
conducted with 
various  routine 
immunization 
antigen         
administered 
with the      
number of    
outreaches 
shown in the 
graph below. 



 

COMMUNITY BASED DISEASE SURVEILLANCE ON HUMAN ALERTS/ACTIVE CASE SEARCH  

3 new suspected AFP case detected by community mobilizer in Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir County  bulla Waberi, 
Dhobley, Lower Juba region of Somalia. This brings the suspected AFP cases to a total of 23 in Kenya and 7 in Soma-
lia 

 

Mapping of AFP surveillance active case search in Kenya and Somalia  01/01/2021 - 
05/09/2021  



COMMUNITY BASED DISEASE SURVEILLANCE ON PRIORITY ZOONOTIC DISEASES. 

 

Mapping of suspected PZD alerts 01/10/2020 - 05/09/2021  



SOCIAL MOBILIZATION ACTIVITIES (01/01/2021 - 05/09/2021) 

COVID-19 SITUATIONAL UPDATES AS OF 5 SEPT 2021. 

KENYA 

 

 

Source: MoH 

SOMALIA 

Source: WHO Somalia 

Counties support- Confirmed COVID-19               

Nairobi 98,537 268,137 

Mandera 360 2,206 

Wajir 212 1,819 

Garissa 1,952 2,005 

Turkana 2,097 2,814 

Marsabit 654 738 

Lamu 651 724 

Confirmed cases  241,134 

Male cases 140,166 

Female cases 100,968 

Death (CFR= 2%) 4,800 

Recoveries &   
discharges  

229,726  

A total 2,421,633 COVID-19 tests 
have been conducted. 

Confirmed cases  17,460 

Deaths 942 

Recoveries & discharges  7,873 

A total 275,695 COVID-19 tests have 
been conducted. 

 

Map for social mobilization sites in Kenya and Somalia border villages 

Regions    
supported 
by   CGPP 

Confirmed 
cases. 

COVID-19 
full            

vaccination 

Jubaland 
State  957 7,926 

South West 
State 

404 10,539 



PHOTOS 

COORDINATION MEETINGS DURING THE WEEK 

Date County Type of training Outcome 

#  

attended 

30/08/2021 Kamkunji 
To sensitize the com-
munity on Case 
based surveillance 

Sensitization of 31 CHVs Case 
based Surveillance 

31 

01/09/2021 Kamkunji To plan for project 
monthly activity 

Planning for next month project 
activities 

27 

CHALLENGES 

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS/
CONFERENCES 

DATE 

• Weekly GPEI Coordination Meeting  13 Sept 

• Weekly Surveillance Working Group Meeting 17 Sept 

• Weekly Communication Working Group Meeting 16 Sept 

• Bi-weekly Risk Communication & Community Engage-

ment  
15 Sept 

• USAID-IPs COVID-19 CCE  15 Sept 

• USAID—CGP-GHS Monthly Meeting 13 Sept 

• Training of CHVs on new COVID vaccines in Kamkunji 13-17 Sept 

• Impassable roads and insecurity affecting movement in parts of Gedo 

region. 

• Recent attacks by insurgents in Gedo region affecting project activities. 

• Ravaging drought alert in project areas especially Mandera, Wajir & 

Garissa. 

CGPP Community Mobilizer and Community health     
volunteer conducting active case search in several       
villages in Belet-hawa district Gedo region.  
Photo Credit , Dakane – Somalia Aid  

Deg-elema CM conducting RI and AFP social mobili-
zation at Deg-elema Health facility, Lower juba re-
gion, Somalia. 


