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MEET CORE GROUP’S NEW GHS SENIOR ADVISOR. 
We are pleased to announce the recent joining of            
Dr. Innocent Rwego (PhD) in CORE Group Polio – Glob-
al Health Security Project to the position of senior 
global health security ad-
visor.  

“ I am truly looking for-
ward to being part of this 
amazing organization.” 
Dr. Rwego says, “I am   
excited to become a        
contributor to the growth 
of this organization in the 
global health security   
sector.” 

A lifelong resident of Uganda, Dr. Rwego earned his    
bachelor’s degree in veterinary medicine from Mak-
erere university, masters of science degree in wildlife 
health & management and a PhD (Disease Ecology). 
He was also an associate professor in One Health Divi-
sion in the university of Minnesota. He has worked 
with various INGOs and has over 15 years work experi-
ence across the interface of animal health, public 
health and the environment.  

As the senior global heath security advisor, he will          
support and oversee the GHS project for Kenya, Ethio-
pia and Nigeria and will be based at the HOA secretari-
at offices in Nairobi. 

POLIO UPDATES: (KENYA/SOMALIA) 

• During the reporting period, the project supported 6 Routine Im-
munization outreaches session reaching children under the age of 1 
year with various routine vaccination antigens ( 31 zero doses, 34 
OPV Birth doses, 55 OPV 3, 58 IPV doses, 39 Penta 1, 58 Penta 3 
doses, and 26 Measles doses) in the far-flung project counties of 
(Garissa, Lamu, Mandera, Marsabit, Nairobi, Turkana, Wajir) in   
Kenya. 

• The project’s supported Community Volunteers (CVs) conducted 
social mobilization and sensitized the communities on AFP (Polio), 
Priority Zoonotic diseases as well as COVID-19. The CVs visited  
3,754 households and reaching 1,087 during group meetings while 
observing COVID-19 prevention protocols e.g. physical distancing, 
washing of hands, and wearing of masks. 

• Border health facilities in Kenya & Somalia reported that 570 & 72 
children under the age of five failed to complete their routine im-
munizations respectively.  The CVs traced 262 (46%) children for 
Kenya and 35 (49%) and referred them to the health facilities to 
complete/continue their immunization schedule. 

GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY—PRIORITY ZOONOTIC 
DISEASES: (KENYA) 

• A total of 31 new animal alerts received this week with 
20 progressive loss of weight,  and 3 Cluster of abortions 
or deaths of young animals, 3 cluster of animal death, 2 
abortion in late pregnancy; retained placenta; swelling of 
testicles and 3 aggressive animal bite. 

• 5 new human diseases alerts  reported this week: 1 clus-
ter of unusual illnesses or death of people , 1 acute wa-
tery diarrhea, 1 hotness of the body and rash , 1 fever, 
cough and breathing problem and 1 sudden paralysis. 

• Cumulatively, over the reporting period (01/10/2020 to 
10/01/2021) there have been an increase in progressive 
loss of weight as well as Cluster of abortions or deaths of 
young animals having recorded 125 and 47 alerts respec-
tively with Marsabit County having the highest alert with 
75 alerts for progressive loss of weight and 30 cluster of 
abortions. 

• 270 zero reports as well 4 rumor reports received from 
the  community volunteers this week. 

Conducting      
integrated       
outreach session 
at Sadahgosa 
village in Fafi, 
Garissa County. 
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Reported camel 
deaths in Basir- 
Eldas and     
reports of        
suspected cases 
of                             
trypanosomiasis  
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Strengthening of immunization systems: Outreach services to hard to reach border, nomadic pastoralist. (28/12/2020 – 10/01/2021)  

Source: CGPP program data 

The CGPP project support 97 border health facilities in Kenya and 27 border health fa-
cilities in Somalia. The border health facilities are required to analyze their catchment 
populations needs and immunization coverage hence plan for two integrated outreach 
sessions in the facility micro-plans. This outreach clinics should target the nomadic and 
hard to reach population and other vulnerable populations e.g. minorities/IDPs.  

The community mobilizers and community volunteers conduct social mobilization in the 
outreach sites for maximum utilization of the services including sensitization on vaccine 
preventable diseases. 

Active case search for AFP is also integrated during social mobilization/community sen-
sitizations. A reward of KES 1000 ($10) is given to any community mobilizer/community 
informants who reports a suspected AFP case that meets the lay case definition. The 
project supports a maximum of 12 cases per County/region. 
 

During migration of the pastoralist, parents are advised to complete their immunization 
schedule for their children in health facilities along their migratory routes. Facility-in-

charges with the help of community mobilizers, also coordinate on children who have 
defaulted so that they can be traced to complete the uptake of the remaining antigens. 

KENYA: Total # of children Defaulted = 570 Total # of children traced= 262 (46%) 

SOMALIA: Total # of children Defaulted = 72 Total # of children traced= 35 (49%) 

Country 
County/ 
Region 

# Outreach 
Zero Dose Birth Dose OPV 3 IPV Penta 1 Penta 3 Measles 

Outreach Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static 

KENYA Garissa 6 6 49 51 81 118 76 110 72 124 79 117 53 99 

Lamu 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 3 0 2 0 3 0 6 

Mandera 3 13 16 26 20 28 20 28 17 34 26 36 14 25 

Marsabit 2 17 13 51 17 84 18 78 9 85 15 65 4 57 

Nairobi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Turkana 1 0 1 12 1 28 0 27 1 18 0 26 0 16 

Wajir 5 7 14 24 27 36 27 26 17 30 27 30 31 32 

 Total 17 43 93 166 146 296 141 272 116 293 147 277 102 235 

SOMALIA Bakool 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gedo 0 0 0 56 0 269 0 257 0 280 0 251 0 319 

Lower_Juba 0 0 0 24 0 14 0 34 0 10 0 37 0 11 

Total 0 0 0 80 0 283 0 291 0 290 0 288 0 330 



Community Based Disease Surveillance on Human Alerts/Active Case Search 

 

• In strengthening community disease surveillance, the community 

mobilizers conduct active surveillance visits to villages, nomadic 

settlements, traditional healers on the need to report suspected dis-

ease conditions e.g. AFP, Measles, Cholera/AWDs. Any suspected 

disease conditions immediately are reported to health facilities in-

charges and disease surveillance coordinators for follow up and veri-

fications. 

• The community mobilizers keep record of the all the suspected dis-

ease conditions reported to health facilities. 

AFP Active case search by Country (01/01/2021 - 10/01/2021) 

County / Region # HH visited # Suspected AFP 

KENYA 

Garissa 261 1 

Lamu 143 0 

Mandera 183 0 

Marsabit 634 0 

Nairobi 148 0 

Turkana 731 0 

Wajir 301 0 

TOTAL 2,401 1 

  

SOMALIA 

Bakool 91 0 

Gedo 3699 0 

Lower Juba 1322 0 

TOTAL 5,112 0 



Community Based Disease Surveillance on Priority Zoonotic Diseases. 
Rumour and Zero Reports as from 01/10/2020 - 10/01/2021 

• Rumor report – this are hearsay information on diseases or disease 

intelligence reports collected by the community mobilizers from in-

formal sources e.g. livestock owners, animals markets, abattoirs 

(Slaughterhouse) and milk vendors. The disease  information is kept 

in registers for further clarification/verifications by animal health 

officer/veterinary officer/MoH-Disease surveillance officers. 

• Zero-dose children - are reports showing the community volunteers 

are doing active case search but no alerts picked during active case 

search.  

County/Region Rumour Zero reporting 

KENYA 

Garissa 3 102 

Lamu 8 58 

Mandera 2 122 

Marsabit 10 321 

Nairobi 14 72 

Turkana 16 1924 

Wajir 17 1308 

SOMALIA 

Bakool 0 0 

Gedo 0 0 

Lower Juba 0 0 

TOTAL 70 3,907 



Social Mobilization Activities 

 

Summary- Social Mobilization Activities 

 

# of times HH visited    # of children < 5 yrs. reached 

• Kenya = 3,676    Kenya = 4,155 

• Somalia = 3,624   Somalia = 3,970  

# reached (one on one contact)  # reached (Group Meeting) 

• Kenya= 3,500    Kenya= 1,811 

• Somalia= 1,036    Somalia= 629 

   

• Social mobilizations is to sensitize communities on the importance of personal hygiene, regular hand-

washing, physical distancing and wearing of masks (especially in this period of COVID-19)  in disease 

prevention at community level. Also community mobilizers & Community Disease Reporters (CMs/

CDRs) are looking for suspected  AFP & Zoonotic cases using simplified lay case definitions to identify 

suspected AFP cases and other disease conditions ( e.g. measles, Acute Watery Diarrhea—AWDs). 

This is done through one to one meeting at household level or group meeting organized at the com-

munity level. The community mobilizers are required to generate reports to the project supervisors 

and also CHAs or border health facility in-charges. 

• The CMs engage in community mobilization for RI services especially  during outreach clinic sessions 

and in RI defaulter tracing. 



KENYA 

Source: MoH Kenya 

COVID-19 SITUATIONAL UPDATES. 

SOMALIA 

Source: WHO Somalia 

COORDINATION MEETINGS 

Counties supported 
by CGPP 

Confirmed cases. 

Nairobi 41,791 

Mandera 107 

Wajir 84 

Garissa 705 

Turkana 948 

Marsabit 147 

Lamu 309 

Regions supported by CGPP Confirmed cases. 

Lower Juba 165 

Gedo 41 

Bakool 8 

• Poor network connectivity in some areas 

• Insecurity along the Kenya Somalia border due to Insurgents activities. 

• Closure of health facilities in Somalia (Tula Amin and Malkariye) 

• High turnover of trained health facility staffs in Lower Juba region. 

CHALLENGES 

Confirmed 
cases  

98,271 

Male cases 62,390 

Female cases 35,881 

Death 
(CFR=1.7%) 

1,710 

Recoveries & 
discharges  

80,875 

A total 1,092,144 COVID-19 
tests have been conducted. 

Confirmed cases  4,726 

Male cases 3,497 

Female cases 1,229 

Death (CFR=2.7%) 130 

Recoveries & discharges  3,639 

A total 77,652 COVID-19 tests have been conducted. 

County Date Type of meeting Objectives 

Nairobi 
(Kamukunji) 

08/01/2021 

Planning and review 

meeting. 

Review of last quarter 
activities and planning 
of quarter 2 activities. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE SPEAK 

RVF outbreak in 
Isolo neighboring 

CGPP counties.  

Photo credit:  

Daily Nation 

Quarter 2 project planning and review meeting in Kamkunji- Nairobi county. Photo credit Moses Orinda, CRS 

Outreach session being conducted at Sinai, Hulugho sub county, Garissa. Photo credit: Abdulsamad—ARC 

Outreach session 
being conducted at 
Bodhai, Hulugho 
sub county, Garissa. 
Photo credit:      
Hassan—ARC 


