
CORE Group Polio & Global Health Security, Horn of Africa Weekly Bulletin: FY21 Q1 Week 8 ( 16 - 22 Nov, 2020) 
POLIO UPDATES (KENYA) 

• National NP-AFP & % Stool adequacy stood at 1.72 
and 86.5% respectively. In addition, Non-polio Enter-
ovirus (NPENT) isolation rate is 11.5% 

• 176 (59.5%) sub counties in 46/ 47 counties detected 
an AFP case. 80 sub counties, with >=50K U15 popu-
lation, are silent 

• Twelve (26.1%) counties have met both AFP key indi-
cators. However, 11 (23.9%) failed in both key indica-
tors. 

 

Source: WHO Kenya as at week 46, 2020. 

 

POLIO UPDATES: (SOMALIA) 

• A total of 327 AFP cases ( 147 Female and 180 Male) have 
been  reported in 2020. Of these 308 (94%) have lab result and 
19(6%) cases are in the lab for processing. Of the cases with 
lab  results, 14 (fourteen) cases have SL isolation, one case was 
positive for  aVDPV1, Twelve (12) cases were cVDPV2, and 280 
cases were negative. 

• Of the 590 stool samples from 295 cases with lab results 
in  2020, 89 (15%) samples have EV isolation. 

• A total of 69 ES samples were collected from seven ES sites 
and sent to the lab in  2020.  22 samples are negative, three (3) 
had SL (1&3), 2 had SL2, 10 samples had NPEV, one(1) had 
EV+NPEV, one (1) had EV and twenty-five (25) were cVDPV2. 5 
ES sample are in the lab for processing. 

Source: WHO Somalia as at week 46, 2020. 

GLOBAL HEALTH SECURITY—PRIORITY ZOONOTIC 

DISEASES: (KENYA) 

• A total of 13 new animal alerts received this week 
with 5 progressive loss of weight, 2 aggressive 
animal bite and 4 Cluster of abortions or deaths 
of young animals, 1 death with unusual bleeding 
and 1 Abortion in late pregnancy; retained pla-
centa; swelling of testicles  

• 5 new human diseases alerts  reported this week: 
1 acute watery diarrhea, 1 sudden paralysis 1 fe-
ver , cough and breathing problems and 2 hot-
ness of the body and rash. 

• Cumulatively, over the reporting period (29/09 to 
22/11/2020) there have been an increase in pro-
gressive loss of weight as well as Cluster of abor-
tions or deaths of young animals having recorded 
36 and 22 alerts respectively with Marsabit Coun-
ty having the highest alert with 15 alerts for pro-
gressive loss of weight and 10 cluster of abor-
tions. 

• 265 zero reports as well 8 rumor reports received 
from the  community volunteers this week. 

 

 



Strengthening of immunization systems: Outreach services to hard to reach border, nomadic pastoralist. (29/09/2020 – 22/11/2020)  

Source: CGPP program data 

Total # of children Defaulted = 2970  Total # of children traced= 1660 (56%) 

County/Region # Outreach 

Zero Dose Birth Dose OPV 3 IPV Penta 1 Penta 3 Measles 

Outreach Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static Outreach Static 

KENYA 

Garissa 11 7 26 128 53 259 51 266 69 305 54 279 41 244 

Lamu 2 0 0 2 0 8 0 11 8 12 1 13 0 5 

Mandera 33 60 135 202 230 413 235 400 184 384 212 397 187 383 

Marsabit 16 217 146 276 233 578 164 446 245 431 238 495 129 511 

Nairobi 6 0 0 47 15 49 8 49 7 47 8 45 4 105 

Turkana 24 12 34 121 92 133 84 157 112 190 104 134 101 108 

Wajir 19 33 38 117 98 199 100 195 80 217 88 197 89 198 

SOMALIA 

Bakool 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gedo 0 0 0 526 0 1432 0 1409 0 1595 0 1467 0 1822 

Lower Juba 1 0 2 42 4 68 4 72 5 57 1 54 7 88 

TOTAL 112 329 381 1461 725 3139 646 3005 710 3238 706 3081 558 3464 

The CGPP project support 97 border health facilities in Kenya and 27 border health facilities in 
Somalia. The border health facilities are required to analyze their catchment populations 
needs and immunization coverage hence plan for two integrated outreach sessions in the fa-
cility micro-plans. This outreach clinics should target the nomadic and hard to reach popula-
tion and other vulnerable populations e.g. minorities/IDPs.  

The community mobilizers and community volunteers conduct social mobilization in the out-
reach sites for maximum utilization of the services including sensitization on vaccine prevent-
able diseases. 

Active case search for AFP is also integrated during social mobilization/community sensitiza-
tions. A reward of KES 1000 ($10) is given to any community mobilizer/community informants 
who reports a suspected AFP case that meets the lay case definition. The project supports a 
maximum of 12 cases per County/region. 
 

During migration of the pastoralist, parents are advised to complete their immunization sched-
ule for their children in health facilities along their migratory routes. Facility-in-charges with 
the help of community mobilizers, also coordinate on children who have defaulted so that 
they can be traced to complete the uptake of the remaining antigens. 



Community Based Disease Surveillance on Human Alerts/Active Case Search 

 

• In strengthening community disease surveillance, the community 

mobilizers conduct active surveillance visits to villages, nomadic 

settlements, traditional healers on the need to report suspected 

disease conditions e.g. AFP, Measles, Cholera/AWDs. Any suspect-

ed disease conditions immediately are reported to health facilities 

in-charges and disease surveillance coordinators for follow up and 

verifications. 

• The community mobilizers keep record of the all the suspected dis-

ease conditions reported to health facilities. 

AFP Active case search by Country (29/09/2020—22/11/2020) 

County # HH_visited # Suspected AFP 

KENYA 

Garissa 778 1 

Lamu 562 0 

Mandera 1512 1 

Marsabit 1353 0 

Nairobi 7403 0 

Turkana 5723 2 

Wajir 987 0 

SOMALIA 

Bakool 451 0 

Gedo 16,858 1 

Lower_Juba 5,535 0 

TOTAL 41162 5 



Community Based Disease Surveillance on Priority Zoonotic Diseases. 
Rumour and Zero Reports as from 29/09/2020 - 22/11/2020 

• Rumor report– this are hearsay information on diseases or disease intelligence 

reports collected by the community mobilizers from informal sources e.g. live-

stock owners, animals markets, abattoirs (Slaughterhouse) and milk vendors. 

The disease  information is kept in registers for further clarification/

verifications by animal health officer/veterinary officer/MoH-Disease surveil-

lance officers. 

• Zero-dose children are above 14 days old which have never received any form 

routine immunization antigen/vaccinations. Most of the Zero-dose children 

are found in hard to reach settlement and nomadic populations. The commu-

nity mobilisers with support and guidance of the CHAs engage community in-

fluencers e.g. parents, mother-to-mother support groups& opinion leaders to 

increase immunization services uptake hence reducing Zero dose cases and 

defaulters. 

County/Region Rumour Zero reporting 

KENYA 

Garissa 0 0 

Lamu 0 0 

Mandera 6 106 

Marsabit 11 38 

Nairobi 13 1113 

Turkana 8 500 

Wajir 0 24 

SOMALIA 

Lower_Juba 1 53 

Bakool 3 58 

Gedo 0 34 

TOTAL 42 1926 



Social Mobilization Activities 

Summary- Social Mobilization Activities 

KENYA: 

• # of times HH visited in Kenya = 29,736 

• # of persons reached through group meetings = 9,958 

SOMALIA: 
• # of times HH visited in Somalia = 15,698 

• # of persons reached through group meetings= 2,004 

 

• Social mobilizations is to sensitize communities on the importance of personal hygiene, regular hand-

washing, physical distancing and wearing of masks (especially in this period of COVID-19)  in disease 

prevention at community level. Also community mobilizers & Community Disease Reporters (CMs/

CDRs) are looking for suspected  AFP & Zoonotic cases using simplified lay case definitions to identify 

suspected AFP cases and other disease conditions ( e.g. measles, Acute Watery Diarrhea—AWDs). 

This is done through one to one meeting at household level or group meeting organized at the com-

munity level. The community mobilizers are required to generate reports to the project supervisors 

and also CHAs or border health facility in-charges. 

• The CMs engage in community mobilization for RI services especially  during outreach clinic sessions 

and in RI defaulter tracing. 



Kenya 

Source: MoH Kenya 

COVID-19 SITUATIONAL UPDATES. 

Somalia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: WHO Somalia 

 

COORDINATION MEETINGS 

Counties supported 
by CGPP 

Confirmed cases. 

Nairobi 33,421 

Mandera 92 

Wajir 79 

Garissa 613 

Turkana 716 

Marsabit 86 

Lamu 159 

Regions supported by CGPP Confirmed cases. 

Lower Juba 165 

Gedo 41 

Bakool 8 

• Vaccine shortage of IPV and OPV in Dhobley and Kulbiyow, Somalia. 

• Poor network connectivity in some of the border areas. 

• Increased cases of COVID-19 especially among health workers in the counties might affect the ac-

tivities. 

• Heavy rains making roads impassable in some of the border regions of both Kenya and Somalia, 

affecting activities. 

• Insecurity along Kenya/South Sudan border. 

• Competing priorities affecting project planned activities due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

CHALLENGES 

County/
Region 

Date 
Type of 
Meeting 

Venue Objective 

Participants 

# Males # Females 

Mandera 
2020-11-

20 

Sensitization 
meeting 

Harer   
Hosle disp 

Orientation of new facility in 
charge for harer hosle dis-

pensary on Core Group     
project 

4 0 

Mandera 
2020-11-

19 

Quarter pro-
ject review 

meeting 

ADRA 
office 

Mandera 

To review the project       
progress, success, challeng-

es and recommendation 

4 1 

Lower 
Juba 

2020-11-

16 

Gedo Monthly 
health cluster 
coordination 

meeting 

Virtual 

Coordination of health activ-
ities in the region, provide 

updates and addresses chal-
lenges facing health related 

activities in the region. 

8 0 

Total 16 1 

County/Region Date 
Type of 
Supervision 

Objective # District 
# Health 
Facilities 

Turkana 
16/11/2020 - 
20/11/2020 

Joint 
( MoH , Vet 
and IRC) 

To support  facility staff set  goal,  
monitor performance progress, 
identify & correct challenges 

1 6 

Total 1 6 

JOINT SUPPORT SUPERVISION 

Confirmed cas- 75,193 

Male cases 48,067 

Female cases 27,126 

Death (CFR=1.8%) 1,349 

Recoveries & 
discharges  

50,984 

A total 823,700 COVID-19 tests 
have been conducted. 

Confirmed cases  4,445 

Male cases 3,548 

Female cases 27,126 

Death (CFR=2.5%) 113  
Recoveries & discharges  3,412 

All 6 states and capital territory (Banadir region) are 
affected. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE SPEAK 

Community disease reporter Mr. Osman 
examines sick goat at nomadic settlement 
of Didkuro village in Mandera County 

Photo credit: 

Mohamed, ADRA-K 

 

 

Defaulter tracing in 
Turkana county.  

Photo credit, Rutto-

IRC 

Community dia-
logue at Uran unit. 

Photo credit,     
Jenipher- CRS 

 

Suspected AFP case in Hamey, Dadaab 
sub-county- Garissa County.Photo credit, 
Hassan - ARC 

Photo credit: Hassan - ARC 

 

 

 

 


